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. 7. DESCRIPTIONL- ..--..-.--- I 
1 1 I Check One) 1 

The Sussex County Court House is t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
of Sussex encompassing t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Routes 735 and 634 j u s t  south  
of S t a t e  Route 40. The c o u r t  house cowplex, inc luding t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  
t h e  c o u r t  house, t h e  County Of f i ce  Bui ld ing ,  j a i l  and t h e  D i l l a r d  House 
s t a n d  on t h e  west s i d e  of 735. The two-story, seven-bay b r i c k  c o u r t  house 
has a gab le  roof wi th  a c e n t r a l  pedimented pavi l l ionand a cupola. The 
w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  very  even Flemish bond which has been painted s i n c e  its 
cons t ruc t ion .  The three-bay p a v i l l i o n  is one-bay deep and becomes an 
open arcade  on t h e  ground f l o o r  wi th  f i v e  rounded arches  each having a 
white  keystone,  a white  washed stuccoed s o f f  i t ,  and a s p r i n g  1ine marked 
by two courses  of co rbe l l ed  b r i ck .  A modern six-bay b r i c k  s t z u c t u r e  wi th  
a gable  roof and end pediment was added t o  t h e  three-bay T of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
bu i ld ing  i n  1954. A s emic i rcu la r  window wi th  t u l i p  muntins is cen te red  
i n  t h e  pediment The doors,  t h e  door and window frames, t h e  sashes  
(nine-over-nine),  and t h e  louvered s h u t t e r s  a r e  o r i g i n a l .  

Dstariorotod R u i n s  U U n s x p o s s d  
CONDITION 

The c o u r t  room on t h e  second f l o o r  is approached by s t a i r s  
(not  o r i g i n a l )  ascending t o  t h e  r i g h t  of a v e s t i b u l e  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  
door. T i e r s  holding t h e  wooden benches a r i s e  from t h e  f l o o r  i n  f r o n t  
of the  judge's bench, c r e a t i n g  an amphitheatre .  The west wa l l  and t h e  
f r o n t  of t h e  bench are covered w i t h  panel l ing .  Thie room apparent ly  
was o r i g i n a l l y  two stories i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  a g a l l e r y  in  t h e  east end. 
Rooms, t h e  depth  of t h e  main s e c t i o n ,  open of f  each  s i d e  of t h e  e a s t  
end of t h e  c o u r t  room. These rooms have simple mantels and molded c h a i r  
r a i l s .  

--
Altered  0 Unal tcrsd-

The c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  b u i l t  1924, is a b r i c k ,  one-story, t h ree -
bay, temple-form bui ld ing  and s t ands  south  of t h e  c o u r t  house. Four 
engaged Tuscan columns support  a pediment. A semic i rcu la r  window wi th  
fans  is centered  in ' t h i s  pediment. The w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  in common bond 
with six courses  of s t r e t c h e r s .  The County O f f i c e  Bui ld ing ,  a one-
s t o r y  pedimented temple-form s t r u c t u r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  
was b u i l t  i n  t h e  1950's. The b r i c k  j a i l  b u i l d i n g s  s t a n d  t o  t h e  west 
of the  c o u r t  house. 

(Check one1 

0 Moved Or ig ina l  Si te  

North of t h e  cour t  house and t h e  County Of f i ce  Building,  
f ac ing  on to  t h e  square ,  is t h e  -circa 1800 Di l l a rd  House. Th i s  frame, 
two-story. five-bay s t r u c t u r e  is covered with white clapboards,  some of 
which a r e  beaded. and has a gab le  roof.  There a r e  t h r e e  b r i c k  Tidewater 
s t y l e  chimneys, two on t h e  e a s t ,  one on t h e  west ,  each  wi th  e l a b o r a t e  
co rbe l l ed  and mousetoothed caps.  A shed porch supported by Tuscan columns 
s h e l t e r s  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  south  facade and p a r t  of t h e  e a s t  end. 

A P P E A R A N C E  

The mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  county t r e a s u r e r ' s  o f f i c e  (now 
Sussex County Farm Bureau and Ear ly  S e t t l e r s  Insurance Company O f f i c e s )  
s t ands  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Route 735 fac ing  t h e  Court House Square. 
It is a b r i c k  one-story, two-bay s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a s t e e p l y  p i tched gable  
roof.  A l l  f ou r  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  common bond with f o u r  courses  of 
s t r e t c h e r s  t o  one of headers. There is a n  in ter ior -end chkuney on 
t h e  n o r t h  and a frame e l l  on t h e  e a s t .  



The Sussex County Court House is a member of a s i g n i f i c a n t  
group of c o u r t  houses in Vi rg in ia  d i r e c t l y  insp i red  by t h e  archi -
t e c t u r e  of Thomas Jef ferson.  The masons and c a r p e n t e r s  a t  t h e  
Unive r s i ty  were deeply  influenced by Je f fe r son ' s  des igns  and t h e y  
c a r r i e d  h i s  s t y l e  over  i n t o  t h e i r  own work, examples of which can be 
found throughout t h e  Cormonwealth. Sussex Court House is n o t  only 
composed of c l a s s i c a l  elements and o ropor t ions  advocated by Jef ferson,  
who f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Roman mode was eminent ly  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a young 
Republic,  b u t  it a l s o  e x h i b i t s  t h e  f i n e  craftsmanship demanded by 
J e f f e r s o n  of h i s  workers. The arcade  used on t h e  b u i l d i n g  is a 
con t inua t ion  of a t r a d i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  of pub l i c  bu i ld ings  in Vi rg iu ia ,  
end p a r a l l e l s  the  English Renaissance town h a l l  with a  gab le  end 
facade wi th  an arcade  on t h e  ground l e v e l .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Sussex County was formed in  1753 from t h e  southern  p a r t  of 
Surry  County, and took its name from t h e s h i r e  of Sussex l y i n g  south  
of Surrey i n  England. The f i r s t  c o u r t  house was b u i l t  in 1755-6 a t  
t h e  approximate c e n t e r  of the  county. A new c o u r t  house ( t h e  p r e s e n t  
one) b u i l t  by Dabney Cosby, t h e  b u i l d e r  of Goochland Court House, 
and a mason employed by Thomas J e f f e r s o n  f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  
Unive r s i ty  of Vi rg in ia ,  was completed nea r  t h e  s i te  of t h e  f i r s t  i n  
1828. 
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I n  Virg in ia  t h e  c o u r t  house, t h e  sea t  of l o c a l  government, 
has i n  many ins t ances  become t h e  c e n t e r  of a town s e r v i n g  t h e  county 
a s  a c o m e r c i a l  center .  A t  Sussex the  c o u r t  house v i l l a g e  r e t a i n s  
its cross- roads  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  and n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  charac ter .  The 
v i l l a g e  wi th  t h e  c o u r t  house as i ts f o c a l  p o i n t  is composed l a r g e l y  
of bu i ld ings  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  funct ion  of county government. S t ruc -
t u r e s  of i n t e r e s t ,  o t h e r  than  those p e r t a i n i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  county 
bus iness ,  such a s  t h e  C le rk ' s  a n d P e a s u r e r ' s  O f f i c e s  and t h e  County 
Bui ld ing ,  a r e  t h e  Di l l a rd  Housq occupied a t  one t ime by the  t ave rn  
keeper  and poss ib ly  housing t h e  t ave rn  i t s e l f ,  and t h e  Bannis ter  
House, formerly a  g i r l s '  school.  I n  1847 t h e  square  in  f r o n t  of t h e  
Court  House was considered t o  be "hemied in on t h e  North by a l a r g e  
p r i v a t e  bui lding,"  on t h e  sou th  by a t ave rn  and by s t a b l e s  on t h e  
sou th  and northwest.  The r e s u l t a n t  crowding l e f t  no r o w  f o r  a 
p i l l o r y ,  sh ipping pos t  o r  gallows. Other  disadvantages included an 
abundance of mud i n  w e t  weather and d u s t  in dry. A movement t o  change 
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9 MAJOR RIOLIOCRAPHICAL REFERENCESI-.. 

Workers of t h e  Wri ter ' s  Program of t h e  W. P. A.  in t h e  S t a t e  of Vi rg in ia ,  
Sussex County, A Tale  of Three Centuries .  Waverly: Sussex----
County School Board, 1942. 

c 

F i l e s  of Virsinia H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission. 

Mary A.  Stephenson, Old Homes i n  Surry and Sussex. Richmond: The--- --
Dietz  P r e s s ,  1942. 
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NAME A N D  T I T L E  

' V i r z i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Coaunission S t a f f  
ORGANIZATION D A T E  

Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Se2tember,l9Z2. 
S T R E E T  ANDNUMBER:  

Room 1116. Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Off ice  Building , . 

C l T l  O R  TOWN: S T * T E  

Richmond - 1 51 j 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER C E R T I F I C A l  ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Nil-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  L a w  

89.665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

I hereby certify that this property is  included in the 

National Register' 

in the National Register end cerlify that i t  has  been 

evaluated eccoiding to the criteria and p r o c e b r e s  s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

LocalNational State el 

I I
J. R. Fishburne,  Di rec to r  - 11 I 

C h i e f ,  O f f i c e  ofArcheology and Historic Preservation 

Name -A.Date 

ATTEST: 

G P O  9 0 1 . 0 8 7  

( T b t k  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

OCT 1 7  19j2
Date 

Commiksion 
Keeper o f  T h e  Nstrmal Reglsler 

bate . 
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-7. 
Standing i n  a grove o f  t r e e s  t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  of the  

Treasurer ' s  Of f i ce  is the  John Bannis ter  House, a whi te  clapboard,  two-story 
f ive-bay s t r u c t u r e .  I t  has a gable roof and e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. I t  
r e t a i n s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  window t r i m  and s ix -over - s ix  sashes .  A one-bay porch 
supported by four  p i e r s  s h e l t e r s  the  west  door,  and a s i m i l a r  porch, wi th  
two p i e r s ,  t he  n o r t h  door. 

The s t r u c t u r e s  c l u s t e r e d  around the  c o u r t  house and square 
grew up, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  a s  d i c t a t e s  exigencies  of county p o l i t i c a l  and 
l e g a l  a c t i v i t y .  Despite  the  i n t r u s i o n  of a few modern s t r u c t u r e s ,  Sussex, 
wi th  i t s  b r i c k  county bu i ld ings  and i t s  shaded whi te  frame res idences ,  
r e t a i n s  t h e  a u r a  o f  a n ine teen th  century  c o u r t  house v i l l a g e .  

G.P.H. 
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1 #8' Sign i f  icance I 
t he  l o c a t i o n .  however. could n o t  muster s u f f i c i e n t  suppor t ,  and t h e  Court 
House remained in  i t s  p resen t  l o c a t i o n ,  Although some of t h e  1847 
bu i ld ings  no  longer  s t and  and o t h e r s  have been added, Suasex's county 
s e a t  remains an  important example of a crosa-roads c o u r t  house v i l l a g e  
wi th  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  outs tanding c o u r t  bui lding.  
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